
BEST NZ BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2025 

 
Books featured at Books Alive  ISBN QUANTITY 

You Can’t Pat a Fish  
 

       $27.99 

 

 
 
 
 

9781760656973 

 

 

The Raven’s Eye Runaways 
 

         $24.99 

 

 
 
 
 

9781991006820 

 

 

Violet and the Velvets: The Case of the 
Missing Stuff 
 

       $18.99 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9781991006981 
 

 

Black Magic 
  

        $28.69 

 
 
 
 

9781991079633 

 

 



 
Ruru, Night Hunter 
 

        $21.99 

 

 
 
 
 

9781775438397 

 

 

 
Other 2025 shortlisted books ISBN QUANTITY 

PICTURE BOOKS   
Beddy-Bye Time in the Kōwhai Tree   
  

   $21.99 
 

 
 
 

9781775438625 
 
 

 

Mataali‘i  
 

      $28.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9781738606030 
 

 

Ten Nosey Weka   
 

        $21.99 
 

 
 
 

9781776891047 
 

 



Titiro Look 
 

  $24.99 
 

 
 
 

9781776575459 
 

 

JUNIOR FICTION   
Brown Bird  
 

        $19.99 
 

 
 
 
 

9781776958030 
 

 

Detective Beans and the Case of the 
Missing Hat  
 

         $22.00 
 

 
 
 

9781761049477 
 

 

The Apprentice Witnesser  
 

        $19.99 
 

 
 
 
 

9781761180781 
 

 

YOUNG ADULT   
Bear  

 
 
 

9781991006936 

 



       $27.99 
 

 

Gracehopper 
 

         $29.00 
 
 

 
 
 
 

9781990035357 
 

 

Migration 
 

         $30.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9781775507130 
 

 

The Mess of Our Lives  
 

        $29.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9781990035432 
 

 

The Paradise Generation 
 

        $30.99 
 

 
 
 
 

9781067037307 
 

 

TE REO   



A Ariā me te Atua o te Kūmara 
 

          $25.00 
  

 
 
 

9781776958139 
 

 

Hineraukatauri me Te Ara Pūoro 
 

         $22.00 
 

 
 
 

9781775508243 
 

 

Ka mātoro a Whetū rāua ko Kohu i 
Rotorua 
 

        $35.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9781067063030 
 

 

Ko ngā Whetū Kai o Matariki, ko 
Tupuānuku rāua ko Tupuārangi  
 

        $21.99 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9781775438700 
 

 

Ngā Kupenga a Nanny Rina 
 

        $21.00 

 
 
 
 

9781776958191 
 

 



 

NON-FICTION   
Dear Moko 
 

       $30.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9781776953417 
 

 

The Treaty of Waitangi 
 

          $29.99 
 

9781990042775 
 

 

Tui Pea Luva 
 

          $30.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9781738606078 
 

 

AWARD FOR ILLUSTRATION   
Alice and the Strange Bird 
 

          $23.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9780473730581 
 

 

Hineraukatauri me Te Ara Pūoro 
 

 
 
 
 

9781775508243 

 



        $22.00 
    

Poem For Ataahua  
 

        $28.69 
 

 
 
 
 

9781991079848 
 

 

Sad Sushi 
 

          $27.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9780473550806 
 

 

BEST FIRST BOOK AWARD   
Brave Kāhu and the Pōrangi Magpie 
 

           $19.99 
 

 
 
 
 

9781991006608 
 

 

Play Wild 
 

        $29.99 
 
 

 
 
 
 

9781776891016 
 

 



The Witch of Maketu and the Bleating 
Lambs    
 

        $21.00 
 

 
 
 
 

9781776958184 
 

 

The Writing Desk  
 

         $45.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9781776890743 
 

 

 

SCHOOL  

ORDER NUMBER  
 

 

 


